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3 No criſis, at any period of time 
x i the moment * our - Lord" 8 departure from the earth, has 
more demanded, than the preſent, the vigilant attention of the Li: 
. Clergy of all ranks and orders, from the Prelate to the Village- 6M | 
Curate, to the duties of the weighty charge, to which we are 5 | 
called. When our Lord withdrew from us his viſible preſence, _ 
and committed the family to our ſtewardſhip; ; he leftus not without 9 
. explicit warning of the conflict, we ſhould have for ages to ſuſ- 
_ tain with the powers of darkneſs ; the dangers, we. ſhould. have 
to encounter; and the ſufferings, which with remiſſions at one 
time, and aggravations, at another, but never. without a gracious e 
7 5 ſuccour duly proportioned to our need, we muft expect Ute - 4 | 
| dergo. We are particularly premoniſhed, that, previous to the Bu 
| commencement of that happy, ſtate of internal. Purity. and Xs | 
ternal peace, . is promiſed to the Church on earth in the 1 
5 | A 200 8 latter 
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latter ages; a n of trial will fall upon his choſen. ſervants | 
(brief we hope in its duration), but ſevere, far beyond any 
thang that hath been yet endured. od they muſt DAVE given | 


features of the preſent times, Seer, of its approach. 


The whole of Europe, with the exception of France only, and 
thoſe miſerable countries which France has fraternized, is yet no- 
minally Chriſtian. But, for the laſt thirty years, or more, we 
have ſeen in every part of it but little correſpondence between the 
lives of men and their profeſſions, a general indifference about 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity, a general neglect of its duties, 
no reverent obſeryance of its rites... The center, from which 
the miſchief hath ſpread, is France. In chat kingdom the 
myſtery of iniquity began to work, ſomewhat earlier than the 


middle of the century which is juſt paſſed away. Its machina- 85 


tions at firſt were fecret, unperceived, diſguiſed. Its inſtru- 
ments were perſons in no conſpicuous ſtations. But by the per- 
ſevering zeal of an individual, who, by an affectation of a 
depth of univerſal learning which he never poſſeſſed; by auda- 
city in the Circulation of what he knew to be falſified Hiſtory ; ; 
by a counterfeit zeal for toleration; but above all, by a certain 
brilliancy of unprincipled wit, contrived to acquire a celebrity 
for his name, and a deference to his opinions, far beyond the 
proportion of what might be juſtly due either to his talents or 
his attainments (though neither the one nor the other were in- 


OE) : by the ame, bo zeal, 1 * of this miſcreant, 
3 e . | n 


E 


t e Aba an infirm and fickly, life of bold 
activo impiety, à  confpiracy was formed of all the wit, the 
ſcienee, theplitloſophy, and the politics, not of France only, 
but of many other countries, for the extirpation of the Chriſtian 
name. Ide art, the induſtry, the diſguiſe, the deep- laid po- 
| ley, with which the nefarious plot was carried on; the numbers 
of all ranks and deſcriptions which were drawn in to take part 
in. it; Men of Letters firſt; then Magiſtrates, Nobles, Miniſ- 
ters of State, Sovereign Princes; laſt of all, the inferior ranks, 
_ Merchants, Attorneys, Bankers Clerks, Tradeſmen, Mecha- 
ies, Peaſants; the eagerneſs with which, under the direction 
of their chief, all theſe contributed their power, their influence, 
their ingenuity, their induſtry, their labour, in their reſpective 
firnations and occupations in life, to the advancement of the one 
great object of the confederacy, are facts that are indeed aſto- 
niſhing.- In this confederacy the men of ſcience and letters 
certainly played the principal part. And with ſo much earneſt- 
neſs they played it, that, for many years, nothing was done in 
France for the improvement of Science, without à view to the 
difſervice of Religion. To this purpoſe every diſcovery was 
bent, every advancement in learning was applied. When they 
pretended to embrace the Newtonian Phyfics, they in earneſt 
embraced nothing but certain abſtract mathematical Propoſt- - 


tions. They caught up the terms indeed of gravitation and at- 
traction: but they ſuly miſtook the meaning. They applied 


them in ſenſes, in which Newton never uſed them, and which 


he had * and — diferrncd. — employed 
: ttheſe 


theſe terms as names of certain origindh active powers in matter, 
by which the motions of the Univerſe might be carried on, 
without any ſuperintendance of an Intelligent Mind. They al- 
ways ſpoke of ſuch powers as the baſis of the Newtonian: Philo- 
 ſophy; and by this artful perverſion of Newton's language they 
thought to procure a general credit and reputationifor their vaiti 
and wicked ſyſtem of materialiſm, as if it were founded on the 

: immoveable rock of Newton 8 Mathematical Demonſtrations. 
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w TA 56 diced tha Metaphyſics of the- ſage Locke, as 
they ever affect to call him, it was to apply them to a purpoſe 
to which the ſage Locke himſelf, it muſt be owned, never per- 
ceived that they were applicable. More ſagacious perhaps in 
this than their maſter, they ſaw, that upon his principles, once 
admitted, it would be eaſy to build a theory of Mind, which 
would make the immaterial principle as unneceſſary in the mi- 
crocoſm of Man, as it was, according to their diſtorted New- 
tonianiſm, in the Univerſe ; reducing all the phenomena] of 
Senſation, Thought, Reaſon, 8 gs) to a nere 1 2 of 
Vileygons.” e ale i e nota 10:59 

> From the middle of ther aintory to 35 8 period 1 che Fraveh | 
Re volution, every great literary. undertaking in that kin gdom, 
every conſiderable publication, upon whatever ſubject, Natural 
Philoſophy, Natural Hiſtory, Chemiſtry, Anatomy, ;Morals,; 
Law, and Politics, was in ſome way or other brought; to bear, 
oy or ng te. upen the regt object 0 deen pie Ba 
5S350] 1 the | 
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| the defamation and diſcredit of the Chriſtian Religion. This 
was ſeldom indeed the immediate and avowed object; but it 
Was a ſort of underplot, if the expreſſion may be allowed, in 
cvery piece, to which what appeared to be the main action was 
in truth ſubſervient. The ſtratagem was in this part the more 
certain. of. ſucceſs, and of a wide and permanent effect, becauſe 
many of the works, which had this tendency, were performances 
of great merit in their avowed ſubjects, and for a long time 
will be. ſtandard books, among thoſe who apply themſelves to 
the ſciences, of which they treat. Thus they convey the poiſon 
in the moſt unſuſpicious form, they have ſcattered it wide over 
the cinlized word, 4; and, * will aa it to te agen 
1 IG 2 "77 1115 7 
19 Of many e which I nicht „ in eB 5 tdi is 
— I Ae J ſhall ſelect only two: the one, a work univerſally 
| | known and redde; the other, from the abſtruſeneſs of the ſub- 
ject, redde only by ſcholars of a particular claſs, for by ſuch 
only it can be redde, and known perhaps to no other: yet 
both works, in a ſcientific light, of a very ſuperior caſt. The 
one is the famous Encyclopedie. This was undertaken by a 
knot of Atheiſts, at the ſuggeſtion of the leader of the band, 
as 2 work which would Pre ae ane to the. ſucceſs of 


1 * Rr 


72 „ 


nn 


5 brigdfng Saks, Gabe, 1 pere upon the firſt prin- 
Ts 5 of ae and * and of perplexing the inquiſitive | 
mind 


£42 


| alas 'with the Libelevy of difriembered Aihniſtion upon \abÞ- - 

truſe metaphyſical queſtions ;- diſquiſition, not given altogether, 
but broken into parts, and ſcattered ax it Were in fragments 
through the work; care being taken, that what feen proved in 


oge- article ſhall ſeem to be confuted under another; while the = 


reader is ſtudiouſſy referred from the one to che other of theſe. 
contradictory articles; that, if he is a udien Enquirer (after 
Truth, he may derive nothing from the mot dingent confultation 
of theſe omniſcient volumes but the tormient df Doubt; Mif | 
truſt, and univerſal Scepticiſm. Floumdering i that muddy 
ocean, for a certain length of time, it will be well witlr Rim itt» 
deed, if its troubled waters float him not r Taft; "when His 
ſtrength is ſpent, to the dreary ſhores of Atheiſm. For, if a 
man, who-has once believed in God, ean hut de "brotight 6 waver 
and doubt in that belief; the end will generally: be, that there 
will be no God for him. To bring mankind in general, fly and 
N to this Rey x was th en of e e 
bas 5527 — — 33 V0 
The other meiste Phoult mention, of ſcience preſſed into 
the cauſe of irreligion, is a work of the Marqtiis de Condorcet; 
a profound Mathematician, but # moſt hardened Atheiſt, and, 
as Atheifts always are, an enemy to aft moral order. This 
wretch, a few years before the Frereh Revelation, cottipoſtd' 4 
work of deep orudition in the Doctrine of Chances; in which 
Problems of great curioſity and great difficulty were fucce ss fully 
diſcuſſed. But the Bock, befides its: viſible ſciertifit ptirport, 


had a latent moral object; and this was, to inſtrunte an opimton, 
that 


as } 


that thers,i2.00 fuck ching as; Certaintys conſequently,” nojfack 

thing as Truth; chat veriſimilitude (or probability) is the ut- 
moſt to which we can attain; and that the only ſtandard of veri- 
1 ülitude 1 is a majority of ſuffrages. For this problem was «the 
profeſſed, ſubject of the book, ©'To. eſtimate. .the probability 


Fünen deciſion bythe er 125 votes er oo | 5 : 


5 ſemblies,” 57 tl 10 5 ty 110 12 * en ae ond ''< 
21 tine) St xaihionsb to nog 1807 N 700 1 5 
Mile theſe machinations were going on in Frege attempts 


of another kind, towards the ſame end, were made in other 
parts of Europe, by the emiſſaries and correſpondents of the 
French. conſpirators ; and particularly by a ſet, of men, moſt of 
them of very inferior tank, but excelling the French Atheiſts: in 

antient literature, and, if pofſible, in wicked policy. I ſpeak of the 
Hlumines of Bavari ia; a Society ſo formed, as to extendb its ca- 
mifications from the centre. of Germany to the. moſt. diſtant | 
thores of Europe, and, I. fear, into the, Iſlands; and yet in all 
its Party to he under, the, abſolute directi EA 

be put in motions, in ſuch. manner and by ſych-means, et the 
great , majority in numbęr: of: this wonderful conſpiracy ſhould 
never, know. the real object of their aſſociation, nor, when their 
_ Energies. were called forth, to what end they were really em- 

Ployed. It, was, machine of ſtupendous fize and cudleſs comꝑlit 
cations, inſtaotancouſly.ſet.;ar-wark\at any. zime in all its parte 
by touching a ceniralypriog; without.an conſciguſneſs in itſelf _ 
of itz, aun powers, 0 ae 499 been Ke aun. 


afhually produced, » tn rental dt nt G0 ib, 


yt: a 2408 


2 The ſudden of this val endapy 26 ar Rach we? 3 


thing that could hive bee) expected, By any but'the firſt 1 1 


jector, from the littleneſs of its begititting „Ton have a hard 
** taſk" upon your hands,” faid'a worthy! French Magiſtrate "to 
Voltaire, _ returned to his own Eountty from England i in tlie 
year 1730, *© Whatever you may write.” — He was then begioting VE 
to be 1 a ſcribbler on the ſide of Infidelity: Mou 
© will never carry your point of demoliſhing the Chriſtian Re- . 

© Higion, Nous verrans,”” replied che crafty 
mall ſee And the aſtoniſhed world nATHSRkKN! 
an open apoſtacy of one of the moſt . nations 'of 
Chriſtendom; one the moſt diftinguiſhed as a Chritian Nation! 
And in her apoſtacy many circumſtances are open to obſerva- 2 

tion, which give too much ground to fear, thatir is but the 1 Jegin 
. of chat, from which the great Antichriſt is to . 


enim, to be doing the work of Antichrift before he cones; | 
8 rere his ay before him. OR | 


perſecution of it; and hey und We utmoſt endeavours to ex- 
eite fimilar perſecutions, and an equal hatred of the clergy, in 
other countries. We have ſeen them anticipating tlie work of 
| Daniel's wilfol'King, By remarkably changing times and*taws. 
They gave their calendar à form entirely new, on putpbſe to Ob 
literate the memory of the feſtivals of the Church. They openly 
renounce the firſt priticiples of Morality, and they uſe. 50 
Fe diſc retion in the r 0 of women 1 eee not 

5 | merely 


of Apoſtate France ſeems indeed, in many par- 


Co 831 


33 ia of, private. life, but even by cheir 
laws, the holy inſtitution of marriage. The more elfectuallx to 
wean men from Chriſtianity, they have introduced fo 


ke the, old Pagan Idolatry a much ol the. pomp and nſeiviouf: N 


neſs of itz bites. an their conkitution,. they affect toi imitato 


te farm of ghe eld Roman: repubhe, reſtaring the powers and 


the titles; ofthe, prineipal: megiſtrates in the different depart · 
ments. Tbe Sauntrigese .agdinfk which, their arms; have been 


turned, either in the Weßß or in the Eaſt, have been principally | 


' thoſe which formed. the body. of the Roman Empire, Inſomuch 


_ dreadful Apocalyptic Beaſt, which; - at the time of the defola- 
tion o the Pagan whore exhibited in viſian to St. John, had 
bees, but was not, but was to ber again we, ſeem, I ſay; to 


: behold, in the French, Republic, this dreadful monſtet begin- 
ning to riſe, in. its antient form, out af the raging fea of Auac - 


a I " * ”" R ; 5 4 2 5 1 : SES ; 5 by * Fas. ds we 
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he time ill nat permit me to proceed im this detail.” In- 


deed, I have entered upon it only tom a define of impreſfing 
„dtonsly upon pour miada as it is imaprafied upon my ovin, tlie 
Fur of: the danger which threatens all Chriſtendom, and. 


mitted to your cacr. The phrenzy, 


8 „i alothes dans, that ĩt muſt be 


26k 1 Ba Fj os eas 


chat in-this odious French Republic, aping the manners, graſp- 
ing the dominion, ſpeak ing tm friends and ta enemies the high 
vaunting language of antient Rome, we ſeem to behold the 


| 5 what: the: dreadful criſis requires of ; your. in 


n — 


tw! 


exptQel to ſpread, whicheves it is not beat hinge, 
termined energies of Goverinient ati" by A great ſtrengthi of 


ſound religious principle in Ptiväte- fe. All in be ſoſt (for 4 
ſeaſon at leaſt) where the' governhfent id Patent und paſſive;; br 


which is more immediately your! Coricern, my Reverend Bre- 


thren, where individuals are Iukewarm fr ard, oſt of all Where a 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel are amt end bagger Ufer 


this I have much to ay; but I muſt premiſe fene fürther 655 
ſerrations upon what has hefallen the Gallican churehi wich T 
conceive to be of great importände, as involving Harter bf very 


general concern, and ſuch as will give ſome degree of weight, 


I hope, to the advice I mean to offer: eflo:aimob; sd ant 


Silz bloded o: ms ow mot nein lo ggrognsl- gniinusv 


- Birſe then Lobſerve; tlint tlie apoſtacy of the: French Allen 
and the ſubverſion of the Gallican churchp however unbxpect e 


at tlie time in Europe; was not a fſudden ed˖,jꝑjẽton I .-] S not one 
of thofe ſpontanedus revolutions. in public opinion! whichiaztobs! 
traeed to nodeſinite beginning; to no certain cauſe. It was notgthe: 


effect of any real grievance of the people, proceedling as ha 
been falſely pretended, from the rapacity and the ambition of 


their Clergy. It was the cataſtrophe 'andacconipliſmment bf "S 


preriieditated plot; a plot conceived in merꝭ malice, eartied on 


with. ſteddy unrelenting malignity for half a centuny. plot 
in which the crooked policy of infatnated > Rateſgieny the! | 

_ --- wheedling!arts of {intriguing women, theiauthobity,ofi:ſbeptered: 
pedants, allured, by the paltry bribe of literaryifamepth league 
with traitors for the cubvertiot of the e 
„ 152 N55 8 K ; fat £ 
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at; a plot in which all theſs vonſpircd to abet and Aa te chi- 
merical en as it might at firſt ſort, ol eee gion in- 


ene [13 2 9 1 13 07 vor ton ales A l, 20006 1 _- 1142 
ei bin Youngs 35: 
|, The history of this 1 phe has been given in detail, and the 
proofs laid before the public; by two writers, who, without any 
concert or communication, have with great ability and unwea- 
ried induſtry, and with particular opportunities of informa - 


tion, engaged in the detection of theſe works of darkneſs- 1 


ſpeak of the Abbe Barruel and Profeſſor Robiſon. Their ſepa- 
rate narratives, the reſult, as I have ſaid, of ſeparate enquiry, 
have all that agreement in the eſſential parts, which is the- in- 


fallible chatacter of truth. It is not to be wondered, that the 


Jacobins ſhould be anxious: to fink the credit of theſe valuable 
works,. the records of the infamy of their party: and for that 
purpoſe ſhould have endeavoured to make the moſt of minute 
nde not at all affecting the ſum of the evidence, which, 


But there ar few hiſtories ſupported, in all material points, by 
ſuch a maſs of authentic document, as the conſentient narratives 


nnn And en one can withhold his belief, 


eg 
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In this opinlon of the SHOP of Barruel and: Robiſon,” Jam happy to 
have the concùrrence of à Reverend Prelate, whoſe entenſive erudition and 
comptelienſive knowledge of the preſent ſtate of Europe, entitle his Judge- 

eee ſuch points, to the greateſt deference. 4% The: concluſion,” 
f the hiſtor;cgl inveſtigations of theſe OY reinaini "th 
jog \ 7 wo 85 CREE. lat 2 
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ies of ſuch length and detail are almoſt e 


) 


when * has TY their memoirs: with attention; Is ſeruple 
not ta pronounce, that if his judgement is not biaſſed by ſtraage 
partialities, he is one who knows not how to een the! value 
and amount of hiſtorical anna. „ SE 
racing 11 i 2 8 10 - wehid Six. 
all Cd at 5 how: to. make en che French buſineſ; 
is, that the apology, which is ſometimes attempted: for the 8 
French Atheiſts, and may paſs too ęaſſly, upan perſons of [fur 
perficial information and weak diſcernment, that thei enmitiy 
againſt the religion of. their cauntry was excited by a. juſt ab- 
were no enemies to the Gaſpel in ita purity, and have even ren- 
dered ſervice to true religion by their ſueeeſaful oppoſition, aa 
I have heard it ſaid, ta intolerance; and ſuperſtitiun : is a maſt 
_ unfounded falſe aſſertion.¶ The real object af the ſettled averſion 
ef the Atheiſtical conſpiracy was nothing that is gtreneoms and 
exceptionable in Popery: it was every thing that is good, amia- 
ble, and holy in Chriſtianity. They railed; it ia true, at Sue: 
perſtition. But Raligion and Superſtition. in their phraſeology 
were fynonymis; and Religion was the real abject .of their 
3 Se talked. n univerfut taleration. Dur i 


ce ko a mat 3 8 by the W 1 of ſocieties AY in | 
«4 this diabœhical purpoſt; by the lottery af. the chief eonſpiratate themſedv es 1 
'4 by the writings af others; who either openly avowed: their deGgn, or inad | 
<< vextemtly betrayed it in the heat of contention; and by the: aGnal flato: of, 


Bae eee Key in which ne have: bean mod a 1 


] 
o 


5] 
what they meant 'by the word, as appears by their confidential: 
explanations to one another, was neither mote nor leſs, than 


the ſactilegious project of ſeizing upon all property ſet apart fot 
the rriaintenance of any eftabliſhed church of any form, or of 


any religious institution. Had the twelve Apoſttes been living' | 
uon earth, and Preaching the Goſpel in France, in the times 


of Voltaire, D Alembert, and Diderot; the twelve Apoſtles, as 
they wobl have exceeded all other Clergy in the energy of their 


preaching, and the ſanctity of their lives, would hive incurred, | 


more than any - one” e I N TAE, e 
Children of Hell. | 
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The proofs of this heavy eee to hve from 


the principles avowed in their publications, from the ſentiments: 


expteſſed in their familiar epiſtles, and from every ſtep in their 
conduct. What are the opprobrious names, which: Voltaire - 


beſtows: upon Chriſt himſelf *, and upon the holy Apoſtles ? 
Such, my ' Brethren, as 'I-cannot- repeat, ner could you heap 
without horror.” What are eee which we find in the 


works of his favourite diſciples? Ihr univerſal-cauſe;” ſays 


one, © that God of che Philoſophers,” the Jews,” and the Chris- 
< tians, is nothing more than a chimera and a phantom.“ 
2 wonders of Nature; ' fays another, fir from proclaim- 
ing à God, are but tig neceſſary effects of matter prodigiouſſy 
; Uiverfiffed.” —6: There are no means of knowing,” 09's 4 
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mib, ( Vbelher there be or he not 3 God. No eans of knowing 
+, whether there be any difference between good and evil. —, 
The immortality of the ſoul,” ſays a fourth, is a dogma 
of barbarians, gloomy, diſbeartening, and, contrary. to. all 
& legiſlation.” —5*: Virtue and-probity,” ſays. 4 fifth, in pri- 
vate life, is hut the habit of actions perſonally; uſeful... Perſo- 
<-nal-intereſt is the only and uni verſal criterion oft the merit of 

human actions. Modeſty in the female ſex, ſays) the ſame 
grave moraliſt {5 is hut an invention of refined voluptuouſneſs, 


* and morals have nothing to fear from the generous paſſion o 


love. Filial piety is more an affair of educatipn than of na- 
ture; and the _ which enjoin the perpetual cohabitation 
* of mag nd ikea rou and eruele r 2G gd od 3 
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Nom J aſk, eee is, is abpſe of the Son. 1 
God, theſe daring diſputations againſt the very being of a. 
God, theſe attempts tonobliterate the diſtinctions of right and 
wrong, to confound: the fair with the uſeful, and to reconcile; | 
men to all manner of rimmorality;; how are ſuch language and. 
fuch maxims to be reconciled with that reyerence for the ſub, 

ſtance of pure Chriſtianity, which is aſcribed to this flagitious, 
junto by their apologiſts; when they gravely tell us, that the 

_ quarrel was with the ahuſes of religion, not wich religion itſelf : 
at moſt but with Popery, not with Chriſtianity, in the form i . 
which it appears in the Preteſtant churches of England, 

den, Germany, and Geneva? How is it then that theſe ends 

of the reformed churches could find no better name. for the 


— 


( & 1 


fach b the Genevois, but that af < the Wel dbe of, John Cal- | 
#win#10> How ist that they never peak of /Lathee, hut in 
contradliction co the trim of hiſtory, and to the evidence uf 
the mans own woritings in which: though dead he yet ſpeaketli; 


as a dull ſtupid fellow, given up to wine and women? Whence 


| Chureli of Hnglandy upon wicht he feaſted hi . 


"- 


was Woltaire's exultation, inthe proſpedt of tl: tall f aihe 


asche inevitable: confegtience/bfothe/ truths; he Gals them, pro⸗ 
pagutett in . this>iflatid by the pen of his brother-blaſphemer} 


Hume? Was all this from pure love of the reformatioꝶ e 
Aud was che offence taken at the worſfip of the Hleſſed 
Virgin in the Church of Rome the motive, wiel the democracy 


ae Frances to dreſs up A- ſtrumpet in che embleins of = 
che Goddeſs of Liberty; and, under that title; to pay divine 


konours to that living idol of their on creation? Was it aba 


Rorrence of idolatry, that induced them to revive the Pagan rites 


ic the dedication of ialtars io Liberty: and: Reuſon, and in he = 


ceftimonies by which they honour tlie memory of their dead, 


»hilk theyl te nſign tlieir bodies: to leternal ſleep ? i H theſs 


Ange are: toq abſurd to be/balicvedy the inevitable! concluſion 
niuſt be; that pure genuine Chriſtianity: is what” the impious 


5 obnfedericy; wauld obliterate; which carries us on to this further 


concluſion, that they will attack it in erery hape, and in every 
place; and for this 1 indeed, they have their emiſſaries 
inceveryiquartero 2 108 1.8 Ven 509 3113 10 ends oh Hig 
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4 The mode of tlie attack WR be disnent in Gasen 
places, according to the varieties of national temper they will 
have to encounter. And this obſer vation brings me home at 
po to my on ns and to 85 my Rererend Brethren. 

n d rng 1 815 orgies” molt binmft ig 

this S 3 they: know; very well, chat bold, 
kn 324 Atheiſm, proceeding directly and openly to its hor- 
rid purpoſe, will never be ſueceſsful. They muſt have recourſe 
therefore to cautious ſtratagem. They muſt pretend, that their | 
object is not to demoliſh, but reform: And it was with a view | 
of giving colour to this pretence, that the impudent lie, for 
ſuch I have proved it to be, has been propagated in this coun- 
try of their reverence; for pure Chriſtianity, and for the Reſor- 

mation. In their firſt attempts in this way, we truſt, they have 
been completely foiled; The Laity of this country, the great 
majority I mean, have no better reliſi for the Socinian hereſy 
than for plain Atheiſm. They think much alike of him who 
openty diſowns the Son of God, and of him who denies: the 
Father: inſomuch that the advocates of that blaſphemy have 
preached, themiſelyes; out of all credit with the people.. The 
Patriarch of the ſect is fled, and the orators and oracies of Bir- 
mingham and — ate du or, if ue ſpeak, ſpeak. 
__ 15 be nene „Aan in. Nh 810% ng Glace 
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Seil | the on: of Is enemy are ning 4 on. Still going 
on by ſtratagem. The ſtratagem ſtill a pretence of Reſorma- 
den But the reſormation the NR rorerſe! of what was before 
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FINE Luſtead of diveſting Religion. x its Le pi 
reducing it ta a mere Philoſophy in ſpeculation; and to a mere mo- 
rality in practice; the plan is now to affect a great zeal for or- 
thodoxy : to make great pretenſions to an extraordinary mea- 
ſure of the Holy Spirit's influence ; to alienate the minds of the 
people from the Eſtabliſhed Clergy: by repreſenting them as 
ſordid worldlings : without any concern; about the ſouls of men: 
indifferent to the religion, which: they ought to teach, and to | 
which the laity are attached; and deſtitute of the Spirit of God. 3 8 
In many parts of the kingdom new conventicles have been 
d in great number, and congregations formed of one knows 
not what denomination. The paſtor is often, in appearance at 
leaſt, an illitetate peaſant, or mecluanig: The] congregation is 
viſited occafionally.- by Preachers from a diſtauce, Sunday- 
ſchools are opened in connection, with theſe conventicles. 
There is much reaſon. to ſuſpect, that the expenges of theſe 
neee conxenticles, are defrayed by aſſociations formed in 
rent places,, For the preachers; and ſchoolmaſters are ob 
"prog to engage in expences, for the ſupport and advancement 
of their inſtitutions, to which, if we may judge from appear- 
ance, their own means muſt be altogether inadequate. The poor 
are even. brihed, by ſmall pecuniary. gifts from time to time, 
to ſend their children to theſe ſchools of they know not what, 
rather than to thoſe connected with the Eftabliſhed ch, in 


which they would be bred in the principles of true religion and 
loyalty. It is very remarkable, that theſe new, congregations of 
Wegen have been moſtly. formed, ſince the: Jacobins have 


nog ese n 0 been 
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— known by the numes ofthe Sedit ton und the Treafort 
mſtance which gives much; ground for "ſufpicioh; | 
thar Sedition and Atheiſm are the real objects: ' of ! theſe inſtitu- 
tions, rather than religion. Indeed; in ſome Places this is 
knoun to be the caſe. In dne tbpic/the=tedchers of Allotheſe 
congregations agree; abuſe vPthe:Eftablithed Clergy jo as neg. 
ligent of - their flocks, eold in tlieit preaching; and deſttute ef 


the Spirik. In this they are jbined by perſons of acvery different 


caſt; whom a eandeur, of which they on thèir part! ſet but a 


poor example, is unwilling te fuſpect ot any ri defgn vithough 
it is difficult/to-ucquit then? of the ifnpukstio oP an indifcfe- 


tion in their zeal,” which, in its conſetfiicnices,” niay be prodac- 


tire of miſchief very remote, I believe, flotti keit intentiönz. 


It is a dreadful aggravation of the dangers of the prefent-crifis = 


fre this country, that perſons of real piety Mowld, without Know- ; 

ing it, be lending their aid te the okt Hey? hd fg 3 
themfelves in effect accomplices in 4 cobfpiracy agarnff the! 
Lord; andagaitift ls Chtiſt. The Jacobins ofthis ecuhtry; 1 
very much fear, are, at this moment, making a tobl of Me- | 


thodiſm, juſt as the illuminces of Warn made a tool of Free- 
maſonry; while the real Methodift,” like the real Fieetrnifon, is 


kept in utter e of ee eee tte counterkeft 
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- What tires it may become the wiſdoin of tlic Legit 


10 18185 to ſtop the Fre of this e evil, iA point 


upon 
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ooch l bee in this: afro; The queſtion; 
my Bretbren, for your:/bonfideration, is Mhat alſiſtancc the) 


Church of God has ia right to enpectoſrom vou, much ſhe: 


has 2 right. to expect ſor much may be done by yα. -in 


your proper character (a character of great public mility and of 
high dignity, when it is well, fuſtained) of Fariſnit Priaſts. 
Upon this L mean to offer my ad vide. And if I have/facceedit: 


in the attempt: to impteſe upon ydur minds a ſeuſe oi tho pre- 
ſen danger, ge EY _ e word of exhortation. 
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ee cab niſl Aae great hrewity, if + 
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were to adflreſs C one of yon in the words df St. Naul tor 


 Tumbthy: TE Meditate! upon theſe things,” fthe things of which 


the Apoftle had diſcourſed, the corruptions of falſe teachers in 


the latter ages, the very things of which wie have beeh m diſ- 


contfing, and the truths of Chriſtianity, 4s oppofei to them.] 


Meditatęe upon thefę things Take heed 'untooi thyſelf; 
An uintor the. doctrine == Continue in them; for in doing 
this, thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf and them that hear thée d. But 


it. may be not unprofitable to open the particulars of this com- 


prehenfive admonition, as the conduct it enjcins will ever be. 
the mioſt effectual- -oppaſition, which the Bl miniſtry can 


make, to the attacks. ofi their enemies; open qr diſguiſed. ee | 


- 6 biogor Tents) 'orft r rutts{ avid 10;1t 


The fitſt part of the 4injunttion * Take heed unto thyſelf, 


is ful filled in the See _ _— who never ſuffer 
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| thenlubeps nete (s/gh# of e erde ud te bl nn, 
Ghoſſt has called them; and devote the far greater proportion! 
of their leifure hours to uſeful ſtudy, and devbat meditation. Wy 
By the deiſure hours ef a/ Clergyman, I underſtand all that por- 
tion of His time, which is not taken up with his public e : 
Lam not- At all avare;-that'it! is the duty of a Clergyman, to 
alſtime ſucht an au ſterity of character, as would entirely exclude 
him from general ſociety. A different conduct ſeems to he recom- 
mended by the example of our Lord: who, while he went about 
doing good, refuſed not to eat with publicans and ſinners. I 
rather. thing that the duty of x Clergyman cannot be performed 
without ſomething vf a familiarity with his flock in Particular, 
and with therwörhil in general: Nevertheleſs, it is always dan- 
gerous to Religion, when the manners of the Clergy become 
tod much ſeculartzed. This will always lower the order in the 
- eyesiof the people; and leſſen their general reverence for the offices 
of Religion. This, however, will not happen, when the private 
hours of the Clergy, the younger Clergy in particular, are devbted, 
as they ought to be, to uſefull ſtudies. The ſtudious Clergyman 
will not be ſhy of being ſeen in public. He will freely come 
abroad for! recreation; he will make himfelf agreeable: in the 
company, with whicteit becomes hic to aſſoclate; and will not 
ſcruple to take a Part in their amuſerbents. Bur he! will nei 
ther have leiſure, nor inclination, to run the eternal round of 
giddy pleaſure; as if diverfion were the buſineſs of his life, and 
his profeſſional buſineſs only his diverſion. On the contrary, a | 
mind habitually 1 intent He roy the g N N "ou a thirſt 
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forthe: bished \knowledge;-will diſcover elf in de lign 
ſobriety even of his relaxations : Which will im ili 


friends and companions with reſpect; and the profane with awe; The: 


while the latter, however they may delight in the company, and 
pretend N | 


tin their hearts deſpiſe, and not ſeldom to bis face e of 


"hon! n, in the formalities of a gown. ar 


eis Lf inte ql n eee vd beroviieh ,nomlo}nos 10 if 


\1Theadrabaiticactf 4:tabing bard toons; chme ans.” 
dress dag to your private purſuits; or to the manner of your 
ordinary converſation with the world at large. It ends aſo 


to your deportment in your intercourſe with your: 


| arenen your ſpiritual capacity; which gonbs ds be ſuch, 


as to manifeſt; a real conſcientiaus concern for. their everlaſting 
inthrefiss; This will beſt he done by a chearful, unwearied. affi- 


4298 


duity in the charitable office of viſiting the dying and the ſick; 


and by taking advantage of the opportunities, which thoſe; ſea- 


ſons of- affliction afford, f adminiſtering whole ſome advice, | 


not only to the fick-themſelves,, but to their friends and rela- 


tions. Upon theſe oceaſions, you will not think it enough o 


repeat the prayers at the bed-ſide, which the Church has provi- 
ded, but you will make enquiry into the actual ſtate of the fick 


| perſon's ſoul : chat you may adminiſter ſuch advice or conſola- 

tion, as his caſe may demand, and give him all the aſſiſtance, 
eace-with, God. 

Nothing will ſo much attach your! pariſhioners to you, in pre- 


5 ydur external / miniſtry can give, in making his pe 


ference; to all zudem, as a . zam ee this 
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matic Woti muff net excattipdlinclogthomthB ainuble ofiit, 

"apbHa Pretente, that Religion: Heing u buſineſsto'be attendet! 
t in Healchk, yourutmiet (pipes wilt come tqo: late upon tf. 
Aeatlie bed, te be df any real benefit: Vou ale not fb little a- 
quainted RK Huna Nature, my, Reverend Biechren as! not 
Ad KhowJtline" eren che mot religious petſohs are upt, when 


zh," to feel/alaurnis 4nd; difquienides: which xbe 
word of conſolation, delivered by God's appointed meſſengers, | 
Hy *EUotripole and relieve. ÞButg takin} the o hub the 
Kal of one We has ledde à very firifyl life, 07 Bd: delay reped- 
dance t che laſt is certainly moſt dangerous and men cannot 
| We woe carne My whthed cke danger. But yet Fc, think | 
e are ur rated to Hy, itharrgpentuncegt meventendiupht aipon 
a dbastk-bedi 0 Him es fHuenk e- ard daprahtecls 16 Tay;cthat tat 
Whatever" Pertöd kegentante üs wought/'che ſoul' if laved It 
our duty, therefore; to do all we can, 2 To perde un early, ae 
Aſt and encourage eveti's late repentangel To ſyt forth to che 
terrĩſied ſoul the merit of Chrift's blDod. Te hold up eoithe er 
of faith the crucified Redeerher- Ted ur- hr Yerg t :the 
finner's' tears, Afid, „in che very wor it cafes» tu c i to chiin 
hat is mighty to ſave. Remember, Breihren, thats Sock was 
Ie in Chriſt reconciling finners 16; hinaſdlf, and thatihe hath 
Rig” e amen 1 ef wetbndilintionJ)100 
Songs of He mid gig has. baamab Tem 5182 aid 28 41015 
5 The care of the youths: 6: your parim another matter that 
falls, in- part at leaf; rinder tliis iti junexion off talting heed) to 
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8 ata QoAtine?2 Bete chere igp4ldtjeitiabyrtiacaweitorthe-chil- 
diet of the Þobtet Clafs}5 thi due. diſcharge) of which: is much 


| Br AGA intereſtq and your own:bredin: tha duty J mean 


df providing, a far a8 in your Het, 1607- their godly. education. 5 


For this pufpoſe Ia adVIſe, that you ſliould; hy all means 
in” your powers pd 
in Fete refpet pariſhes;pand take ther arouble dee er r 
tlie mallägement f theme T ee Ac fr 2 0 4 ©! 71619 220ft 


YT bait {liz no doidvr ood} Jo 2mot do Nit 67 l 


A fpert has been ciraulated;” bj aiuproſintatics L ares 
in Ok public prints, that in a debate in che Houſe of Peers, in 


which I had a conſiderable ſhare, juſt at the cloſe af the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, I ſpoke. with decided diſapprobation of 


all Weſeinſtif@tions;" The report i falſe. I dpoke of them, 
upon that bœclſton, 45 always have fpoken; and always ſhall 


ſpesk, as inſtitutions that may be very beneficial, or very perni- 


cious, according as they are well or ill conducted, and accord - 


ing as they are plated i proper oro impreper Hands. I ſaid, 
that “ Schools "bf? Jacohinieat Religion, and. Jacobinical Poli- 


tics 5 that 48 to ny, Setidols'of |Arheifiticcand/ Diſtoyalry, 

* Aboutid in this: country; ſehbols, in che ſhape and diſguiſo 
e Chiarity-Schovls ald Suindag.Schbe 

Ak n chnaben er ith very Weſt! orders are enligktened ; 
TO that 86 La, tatigbt fo deſpiſe Religion, and the laws, and 

240 lf fer dinticr Phi" EB. to be the fact. But tlie 


toper atttidiite for the paifſbn bf the Jacbinicht Scheele wil 


s öden, Yor the? cine er the fame elals, under the ma- 


do ' Dp 2125 | nagement 


ofiote he eſtablijſhment of Sunday · ſcltools 


5 in which the minds 
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e dtn dee Schecle an 
under yout-own inſpection, I would adviſe you to encourage, 
But you muſt keep a vigilant eye over them. Leave nothing ta 
the diſcretion of a maſter or a miſtreſs. Suffer no books to be i in- 
ttoduced, but ſuoh as have had your previous approbation. 
And, in the choice of expoſiti us of, the Church Catechiſm, 
which are almoſt the only books requiſite in ſuch ſchools, be 
ſides Pſalters, Prayer-Books, Teſtaments, and Bibles, you would 
do well to fix on ſome of thoſe, which you will find upon 
the liſts ! of the Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge ; . 
upon which: you will be ſure 49, find nonę⸗ ee PR 
exeeptiviable.c/: y $113:;46 W Ain $0614 0003 6 Di Þ fs 
10.,N0016G01qpthÞ bohimonob; illi, kh 1 tiunnRfT N 40 K bog 
Much of ydur conduct, eee - Four: public. 
adi where it is not poſitively ruled by the;Ruhric or the 
Canons, or where a relaxation of diſeipline Jeaves more, Petr. 
haps, than ought to be ſdi left, to the conſcience dite etion 
of the individnal, will come under the rule ol, ef taking heed . 
<< untd i yourſelves. It. is nt ul incumhent upon. ou to per- 
form the public offices with due: ſolemnity, and with fergor. of ge- 
votion but the performance ſhould not ganty meaſure, as a 
doll no which che labourer relugtantiy ſubmits. 1. Take Cars how. | 
you give the, laity reaſon ta ſuſpect, that you deſire; cd make the 
moſt of your liuings, and: to do ap little for it as you gag. Nos 
ming hath ſo much hurtythe; general iptereſts, ;g| eee, o. 
the Eſtahliſhed Church, AS}. the es Practice, 9 hy ch of latg 


years has - gained wund n. country pariſhes, of opening the 
1085/3960 28" + 568 5 | | church 6 


| TY I 
euch fbr Divine Served one part oY of the Lord's-day. 


The ſectaries tale great advantage of this ; and, what is much : 


worſe, tlie Devil alſo takes advantage of it. On that half of the 
day, on which there is no admiſſion at the Pariſn Church, good 
inclinations! carry the more pious part of your pariſhioners to 
the Conventicle g und! the Devil invites thoſe of another caſt to 
the Ale houſe. ir heitgide h och e Pen 111 7 * NN 
20 S, bg fonαπεαε adh baſrorftal w, 98 f DIF ion eng, 
beoNMy Reverend Biethrewpithefe are pldin hints. I bettech you 
to give them due conſideration;!! I have gõbod hope, they may 
produce an effect, :whichimay prevent tlie ndceſfity of thoſe ex- 
ertions f authority whithy if lrints prove eden; gate eng 
bo uſedifortheemedy of dg $6. iin Ati ſcandal. 5551+ 1: 


40 eapht vin 10 918 nome? od; JeulT' © 595; A0 


erhe Feſtivals and Faſts of tlie Wehland 1 fear, not Gu : 
y, gone much into oblivion and 


ſome connivance of the Cler 
neglect. There canche noexcuſe for the neglect of the Feaſt of 
our Lord's Nativity; and the ſtated Faſts of Aſh Wedneſday and 
Good Friday; even in the ſmalleſt country: pariſhes. But in 


toums, and the more populous! villages,” the Church ought cer- 
tainly to be opened for worſhip-on the forenoon at leaſt of every 
day in the Paſſion Weck; of the Mondays and Tuèſdays in the 


weeks of Baſter and Whitſuntide; on een l d. and on 
3 lernen . not een other feſtivals. ali 5105 ; Td, 19% 7795 + 3 
Hod yd din 3; Bus "pang ut 1220 "£3483 378 
Beide che erte of the Canonical Service of the Church 
like n at leaſt dm of the feſti- 
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vals, T 151 much with, e celebration; than], find 
in many places, of the Sacrament. of the Lords Supper. Four 
celebrations in the year are the very feweſt chat aught RO hel- 
lowed in the very ſmalleſt primes It were to be wiſhed, , chat 
it were in all more frequent. 1 am confident, that the oftener 
ut is adminifferel, tbe moe je. h commupicants will 
be. But the frequency of the celebration will betof, ditle vih, 
unleſs your people are well inſtructed in the nature and uſe of 
this moſt holy and myſterious ordinance. Aff they: hyflgred | 
to conſider. it as nothing mort thania:rite! of ſumple:commemo- 
ration of Chrift's death}; a: mere external form of thankſgiving 
on the part of the receiver, they will never comt to tbwith due 
reverence. Vou will inſtrtct them, therefore) inthertiub naturt 
of a Sacrament. That the Sacraments are not only ſigns of 
grace, . but means of the grace ſigniſi ed: tlie matter oF! the Sa- 
crament being, by 'Chriſt's: appointment ani the operation df 
the Holy Spirit, the vehicle af Grace »to:the-1bdliever's-foul. 
The Lord's Supper. is in this ſſenſe a Sacament, in tht ry high» 
eſt import of the. word. Por you will remembens that the 
Church of England, althaugli ſhe; otzects the doctrine of a li- 
teral tranſubſtantiation of the clemidnts, bi chi taught in the 0 
Church of Rome, denies not, bur explicitly maintains, that | 
<5, the Body and Blood of Chriſb avetutvily and infect taken and . 
« received by the faithful [ani the Dard's Supper!:? though they = 
are taken after a ſpiritual manner,” and “ the mean by which 
they are received faith. It is with much ſatisfaction, hat 
I recommend. to your peruſal,-a-wark: not EIA _— 
e | upon 


et 


t 1 


oon this ſublime ſubject, by and Divine of this/Diocele, 
under the title; of ** Conſidęrations on the Nature and Efficacy 
*5-of the Lord's Supper.” 1-have requeſted -the Reverend Au- 


thor to reduce it to a form and fize fit for general diſperſion : 


among the laity, which I mean to recommend. — Meanwhile it 
highly deferves' the attention of the profeſſion, to -whoſe  parti- 
cular uſe it 1s perhaps better ada; ted 1 in its preſent ſhape, than in 
one more popular; and it is a0. 1 monument af the 
leatning and piety of the winter“ 1 R ns TH 4 


391 arti} 075 loi 0 | 


Our meditations have inlenſbly, J think, made. A Info 
from the topic of Take heed unto thyſelf,” to the topic of 


« © 8 12 1 3s 4 * 1 


cc Take heed 6 01% the « dodrine.” | The terms of this admonition | 


1574 


are very remerkable. IT Take heed unto THE doctrine,” 
not % unto TM 'dodtrine.”: | Although, by a typographi- 


cal error, e © read 80 thy” N copies of our 2 Bible *. 
tt | "£1,268 \ Take 5 


| DA”) ft 0 . ot: a ercciort?] 

„ The oldet 1 chelt which I have inſpeRed, i in which this er- 
dee appears, is the magnificent fulio of Buck and Daniel, printed at Cam- 
bridge, in the year 3658. The text is correctly given, © the” not „thy, in the 
Black Letter Fulio of 165, in the Roman Letter Quarto af 1612, andi in the Black 
Letter Folie of 017. All from the excellent; preſs, of Robert Barker. The 
firſt of theſe three, is the KDATAO Pnixc RES of the Eugliſn Bible a. in ae, ane 
che ſecond was the firſt impreſſion in, quanto. From the pear 2638 to the mid: 
gle of the paſt oenturx, editors, ſcern to have fluctuated: between the true and 
gorrapt reading, Withaut:giving theraſclves, the tronble 0 conſult either the 
eniginat Geck, or the Grit editions of King James's Engilith testa and the fer- 


ror prevailed: as appear from the annexed SPY, > Jthews the we 
ing, 
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© Take heed onto ru (not HY) dectrine.“ As if the Apel. 
ſtudioufly avolded 4 form" of expreſſion, which might ſeem to 


jun ae that even St. Timothy had any doctrine to deliver of his 
| "Hei is pages ai tales heed to THE DOCTRINE, i. e. to 
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1657. Field. g vo. Cambridge. 
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RA ie Gimbal. 
1666. Field: to- side. 1 
1670. The Theatre. e 
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aJÞ 48 ooo Be$334%. |. ũ ũ 1 gl, Sdinbargh. 
1756. Thomas Baſkett. 4to. Oxford. GS hat „ 
[2 + | 1762. Bentham 4to. Cambridge. 
1767. Mark Baſkett. iamo. London. 
—Sinck chi year 1756, tlie true reading ſeems to baue maintained ite ground 
in the Oxford, and the beſt of the London Bibles. Whether Thomas Baſkett in 
17 56 was the reſtorer of the text I canndt tell, not having examined the whole 
ſeries frorn 1638 downwärds. But after 1756 1 find the text correctly given in 
All the Oxford Bibles, that Thave « examined (extept a ſinall ov of Wright 
and Gill in 1776), particulatly'in the folis' of Wright and Gl, in 2550, the folio 
of tlie ' Clarendon” Preſs in 4 0, 6 quarto of Wright and Gilhin t 777, a 
twelves of tlie Clarendon Preſs in 1582, ah Octave of che Clarendon preſs in 
1988. T finl the text correct alſo in the Eondon folio ef Eyre and Rohan 
in” re, and in the o@ayo' of che ſatne printers without date of „ 


is 
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%%% 1 
the an deliyered by the inſpired, Arete and, . 
thority \« of the Church, committed. to St. Timothy. And this, 


my Brethren, muſt be your! rule. s Lou have no authority to 
preach any new-fangled opinions of your own, or to adopt thoſe 
of any uninſpired ſelf-commiſfſioned teachers. You muſt tick. 


cloſe to THE DOCTRINE,; to the form of ſound words originally. 
delivered to the Saints. Vou are to lay open the wonderful 


ſcheme of Man' 8 redemption. . f Jou are to lay it open in its in · = 


tirety. .. You are to ſet it forth faithfully and exactly, as it is ex- 


hibited, in the Holy Scriptures; and, -upon the authority of the 
Scriptures in their plain, natural, unſophiſticated meaning, in 
the Offices, the Thirty-nine Articles, and the Homilies of the 


Church of England. This doctrine will always find its way to 


the hearts of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, and bear down. all oppo-. 


| ſition, internal or external, of the carnal man. But if, inſtead 


of thus preaching Chriſt, you: are content to preach only Socrates 


or Seneca; if, inſtead of the Everlaſting Goſpel of the Living, 


: God, you. preach ſome. extract only of your own, accommo- 


dated by a a bold retrenchment of myſteries, to the blindneſs and, 


the pride of human reaſon: depend upon it, animated enthu- 


x ſiaſm will be an ov ermateh for dry frigid Ethics ;. Superſtition 


will be an overmatch for all ſuch mutilated Goſpels; and crafty | 
Atheiſm, taking adyantage of the extravagance of the firſt, the 
infipidity of- the, ſecond, the enormities of the third, and of the 


raſh, conceſſions. of half-believers, will make an eaſy conqueſt 


of them all. In delivering the great myſterious truths of the 


| 05 and I repeat it the! whole, Dowd, ths all its myſteries, 


muſt. 
Hot 
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tous docktines of Man's cbrru 
grattitotis acer ptance F Mars kuperkert or kB if kegard to 
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excite 10 egen Ag gelb eh Bed A wore! ud e 15 


ufe in genetal, not al argumentative, but pHin" digzetie | 
ſtyle: ack with Aütllofity, not Us the Seribes upon themodmen-' 
tion, of Chris atönlettent, the 


Chrift's merits, of tlie Jtrttification of mar, of gobd works,” 2 
ways adhering ftrfctiy, ds have before fad, to tes chipeils, 


the ThittySiſht Attiches; add the Ffomilies. 1 would efitreat 


you, of all tings,” to avid coitroverfial argument in the pul- 


Pit upon Wat are called the Calviniftic points: the dark fub- 


ject of Predeſtination antl Election; I mean, and the fübordi- 
nate queffions. Differences of bpitalort "tipo theſe fubhects, hate 


ſubſiſted among the” beft Chriſtians from the begibning, ang | 


will ſubfiſt, I am perfuaded, to the end. They! ſeem to me to 


ariſe almoſt” of neceſſity, fot” the ability of the Human mind 
to "reconcile the doctrine bf 4 Provitlence, irrefitibly ruling all 


events, with the refponfibility of man as” a moral agent. And 


perſons equally zealous for Gods glory have raken different fides : 85 


of the queſtion, according as their mimds have been more for- 
cibly imprefſed with aweful notions of God's right of fove- 
reiguty en the one hand, or of his juſtice on the other. Büt, 
in certain leading principles, Taitherans, Calviniſts, Aftnibians, N 
and we of the Chufck of England, are all, F tro, ae. | 


We are agreed in the fu iti l db nne of the Trinity; 4 


| believing'i in the united operation of the Three Perſons,” Rp 


diſtinct 6ffices, in the accomplifhment of Man's nll ption. ; 


| We are all agreed, that the EATON of God is, Hke M 


2 1 | e 


"7% 3 5 
f rae; Kom all eternity, and abſolute : that his Providence i is uni- 


vetſal, controuling not only all the motions of matter, but all the 
thoughts and actions of intelligent beings-of all orders. That, 


nevertheleſs, Man has that degree of Free Agency, which makes N 


him juſtly reſponſible : that his fins certainly are his own, and 
that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. While we agree 
in theſe principles, J cannot ſee to what purpoſe we agitate end- 
leſs diſputes upon dark, I had almoſt ſaid preſumptuous, quef- 
tions, about the-order of the Divine decrees (as if there could 
be any order of time in the internal energies of the Divine 
Mind), and about the manner of the communion- between the 
ia WG weir and the Sul of the Believer, 75 N 


When n by ade)! in your podle and Pötte » minifiry; by 
the purity of your lives, and the ſoundneſs of your doctrine, 
you have gained the good will and eſteem of your pariſhioners; 
they will be ready to give you their attention upon a ſubject; 
upon which the people of this country in general much want good 
teaching. I mean the Nature of the Church, the neceſſity of 
Church Communion, and the danger of Schiſm. Upon theſe 
points I know nothing ſo well calculated for general edification, as a 
tract, intituled, An Eſſay on the Church,“ by the late Reve- 
rend William Jones, ſome time of 'Pluckley, i in this county, but laſt 
of Nayland, in Suffolk. It has lately been re- publiſhed, in a 
fmall ſize, and at a cheap rate, by the Society for Promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge , of which the author had been many years 
4 moſt uſeful member. Of that faithful. Leden of God I can 

A | ſpeak, 


* 


u 


3 both find perſonal knowledge, and: from His writings. 
He was a man of quick penetration, of extenſive learning, and 
the ſoundeſt piety. And he had, beyond any other man I ever 
knew, the talent of writing upon the deepeſt ſubjects to the 
plaineſt underſtandings. He is gone to his reſt, and his works, 
we truſt, follow him. His Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, | 
and this Eſſay on the Church, cannot have too wide a circu- 
lation. | ) 1 oof 


* 


When you and „ 1 n bs egy to preach 


or to write, or to talk, upon this duty of living im the 


communion of the Church, never make it an occaſion of 
bringing up the controverſy, which is always better avoided, 
upon points of Doctrine with the Calviniſts; except ſo far 
as to ſhew, that a difference of opinion, upon what are called 
the Calviniſtic points, is no ſort of reaſon for a ſeparation of 
communions. I confeſs I cannot underſtand, upon what princi- 
ple our brethren of the Calviniſtic perſuafion ſhould. demand, 
of us, that we ſhould adopt either the reſolutions of the Synod 
of Dort, or what are called the Lambeth Articles, as the ne- 
ceflary expoſition of the Articles of our Church. But I as little 
underſtand, upon what principle our Arminian brethren ſhould 
inſiſt, that we ſhould ſet forth their opinions, as if they were al- 
ſerted in our Articles, in their true and plain meaning, in con- 
. _ demnation of the Calviniſtic. I know not what, hinders, but 
that the higheſt ſupralapſarian Calviniſt may be as good a 
Churchman as an Arminian. And if the Church of England, 


11 


in her moderation, opens her arms to both; neither can, with'/a 


very good grace, deſire that the other ſhould be excluded. 
This I know, that the points of doctrine, in diſpute between the 5 


Arminians and the Calviniſts have fo little to do with the points 


of diſcipline, 1 in diſpute between Churchmen and Schiſmatics; 


that the opinions of St. Auſtin, which are the baſis of Calvin- 
iſm, have had their ſtrenuous, aſſerters i in the Church of Rome 
itſelf. Indeed, for a long time, they were the prevailing opi- 
nions of the Latin Church. Among us, Archbiſhop Laud was 


an Arminian; as ſince his time many other good ſervants of 


God, bright ornaments and luminaries of our Church, have been. 
But if we would look for warm advocates of Church · authority 
in general, and for able writers in defence of our own form of 


Church-Government in particular, ſuch; we ſhall find among 


thoſe Divines of our Church, who were called, in their 85 
the Doctrinal Calviniſts. 


I muſt "CR a that . 1 I peak 4 Calviniſm and | 


Arminianiſm as capable of uniting in one Communion, and that 
done the Communion of the Church of England; I look only to 


Calviniſm, ſuch as the venerable Calvin would himſelf have 


| owned, not enriched and embelliſhed with the extravagancies 8 
of later viſionaries; and I look to Arminianiſm, ſuch as the pious 


Arminius would have owned, not fouled and tainted with loath- 


ſome admixtures vt the Arian and Pelagian Hereſies. 


TEE 
SO 


' My Reverend Hrs. my diſcourſe with you has run to i 


great a Gs that I muſt now eme e cloſe it. 
P 125 he "WP 
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e k . 1 wee guched at | 
à duty, which I hold indeed to be of the wer brd iinpetrnce; : 
the Reſidence of che Beneficed Clergy upon their Livings: The 
truth is, that in all that, I have ſaid, I have ſuppoſed: your- reſi- 


8 dence.” I know not how to talk with 2 Clergyman bob 


of: his duty, without aſſuming reſidence as a Prærequiſite ; or 
without aſſuming at leaſt, that, in particular: caſes in which non- 
reſidence may be allowable; as in ſome it certainly is, tlie ! 
abſcnt Incumbent is repreſented; in every part of his character; 
by an adequate! ſubſtitute; without abatement of an jiota of the 
full duty of the Reſident Parochial Prieſt. The. hypotheſis I 5 
Dn” W - AREA in too o manyiiniſtances. 0 the e e ES 


| 1 have ſet before) you of the ebe 0 your” dut 75 FT: rnd 
not, by what words of mine I could hope to turn your attention 
to the ſubject. All that I ſhall attempt to ſay is this; that it 
Will be highly to the credit of the Clergy if the timely reforma- 
tion of ſo ſerious an evil ſhould appear to come from themſelbes, = 
without any exerciſe of a compulſive authority, eceleſiaſtical or 
: fecular. The evil is grown to that gigantic ſize, that a remedy | 
in one way or another can be at no great diſtance. And, if per- 


, fee, other meaſures muſt be wat and: r remedies "provi 
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n prove ineffectual, Or take not indeed a very ſpe edy e: 


